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‘The Princes have been
so clever at seeing

how they can work
together, and create
synergy with their
charitable interests’

charity, Tusk. Ivory poaching was the stimulus
that started Tusk in 1990 but now its primary
focus is to ensure sustainable community
development alongside wildlife protection.
William spent his gap year in Kenya and came
across some of the work Tusk was doing.

‘In 2004 Robert French Blake, their polo
manager at the time, telephoned me out of
the blue and asked whether Tusk wanted to
be a beneficiary of a polo match Prince
William was playing at Coworth Park, along
with two of Princess Diana’s charities,’
Mayhew remembers. ‘Tt was fantastic. I could
hardly believe it. Back then I think that match
raised about £15,000 or £20,000 for us but they
played again in 2005 and it has gone from
there. It is a total gift for us.’

‘Thanks to the funds they’ve raised, we’re
really expanding,’ continues Mayhew. ‘Tusk
has helped to fund the creation of a number
of community-owned and managed
conservancies linked to the Lewa Wildlife
Conservancy in northern Kenya where, in the
Nineties, Somali bandits were slaughtering
elephants for ivory and stealing cattle. We’re
also funding the refurbishment and
construction of several schools in Kenya and
supporting environmental education for
young Africans through our initiative PACE,
Pan-African Conservation Education.’

Prince Harry also raises money for an
African charity, Sentebale. Like many, I have,

till now, dismissed Harry as a bit of a party
animal, far less committed to serious causes
than his older brother. Just one look at a
gallery of photographs on YouTube of Harry
working in Lesotho was enough to make me
realise how utterly wrong I had been.

Prince Harry spent two months working in
Lesotho during his gap year as a guest of
Prince Seeiso, younger brother of the King of
Lesotho. Lesotho is a little known, rugged,
mountainous country, geographically
stranded in the middle of South Africa. Harry
was so affected by the vulnerable, forgotten
children he met there that he set up
Sentebale five years ago.

In 2007 the charity opened its office in
Lesotho and currently works with 12 local
partners. It provides night schools for herd
boys like Tshekene (some children walk up to
five miles in the dark to reach them), and
residential camps providing help and
encouragement to children affected by HIV
and AIDS. One in four people in Lesotho is
thought to be HIV positive, the third highest
prevalence in the world, with an estimated
200,000 children orphaned by the disease that
still carries terror and stigma.

One YouTube photograph shows Harry
holding a 10-month-old baby who had been
raped by her uncle, believing that only sex
with a virgin would prevent him from
contracting HIV. In all, Sentebale supports 25
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projects helping Lesotho’s abused, disabled
and orphaned children.

Kedge Martin has been running Sentebale
for two years. ‘Helping children is one of
Prince Harry’s absolute passions,’ she says.
‘Harry started Sentebale, which means
“forget-me-not” in Sesotho, not only as a call
to action for the forgotten children of Lesotho
and beyond, but also in memory of his mother,
Princess Diana, and her amazing work with
disadvantaged children and young people. It
is extraordinary how very like his mother
Prince Harry is,” Martin continues. ‘He’s
highly compassionate with a lot of empathy
and has an incredible gift with children.’

In January 2010, Sir Charles Williams,
legendary Caribbean entrepreneur and fierce
polo player, invited Harry to launch the
Sentebale Polo Cup (whose winning trophy is
a statue of a Lesotho horseman) at his club,
Apes Hill, in Barbados. ‘Thanks to Sir Charles’s
extraordinary generosity, we were able to
launch the Cup at zero cost,” says Martin.
‘Harry’s brainchild has just taken off, not only
raising significant funds but also raising
awareness of the plight of so many children
across Africa. This year alone, £600,000 has
been made for Sentebale through polo.’

Last year Tusk’s Charlie Mayhew took both
William and Harry on a tour of Botswana to
see projects that Tusk was supporting there.
Then they went on to see what Sentebale was
doing in Lesotho. ‘They’ve been so clever at
seeing how they can work together and create
synergy with their charitable interests,” says
Charlie. Now the Princes have set up a forum
that meets twice yearly at St James’s Palace.
Representatives of all the charities they
support come together and are encouraged
to work together.

Mike France of Mountain Rescue England &
Wales, a smaller, British charity of which
Prince William is a patron, describes being at
his first Princes’ Forum: ‘I thought goodness,
gracious! How are we all expected to do this?
But the Princes encouraged us to think
outside the box and it worked.’

France’s charity depends entirely on 3,500
volunteers and sometimes uses helicopters
to rescue people, from fallen climbers to lost
children and people with dementia. ‘T think
mountain rescue is close to William’s heart as
he worked with RAF Search & Rescue during
his gap year and he’s now a qualified search
and rescue pilot.” Thanks to the Princes’
Forum, Peak District Mountain Rescue now
organises adventure days for children from
WellChild and Centrepoint (two more of
Prince William’s charities). The charity takes
children climbing and caving, ensuring that
even the most disabled can do things.

‘T've had mums in tears saying they never
expected their child to be able to do that. Like
all organisations, you can get insular and
what’s so good about the forum is we were
forced to look around, stop moaning and look
at what we could offer - plus we have made so
many good contacts. For the last five years
we’ve picked up cheques through polo
matches totalling over £100,000. We're over the
moon about that. It’s a great honour and we
know it is. William’s just bent over backwards
to support us. Basically, he’s just such a nice
guy. You don’t hear a bad word about him.’

Increasingly, the Princes are now
collaborating in their charity work and polo is
the one sure way of raising money and
drawing attention to their causes.

Harry was supposed to play the second
Sentebale Polo Cup in Dubai this year but
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The Princes have raised
millions through polo for
charity and are also
drawing a new, younger
crowd to the game

cancelled his trip due to the various uprisings
in the Arab world. Instead, the match was
rearranged at Coworth Park on 12th June, and
Prince William’s Tusk team played against
Harry’s Sentebale team, to the delight of the
VIP crowd and sponsor, Royal Salute scotch
whiskey. Again, on 2 July, on the grounds of
Lord and Lady Lloyd Webber’s Berkshire
estate, Watership Down, the British Polo Day
Charity Cup benefited both Tusk and
Sentebale. Luxury watchmaker, Richard Mille,
was the sponsor and host, following the
establishment of his first polo team that
made its debut at Cowdray Park. Richard
Mille’s team, consisting of Pablo
MacDonough, Prince Rashid of Jordan, Harald
Link and Saeed Bin Drai, won against Prince
Harry’s team and the day attracted over 400
VIP guests, including Prince Seeiso of
Lesotho. Richard Mille also donated a one-off,
18k red-gold RM 033 automatic calibre watch
to support the work of both Tusk and
Sentebale. It is expected to raise substantial
interest amongst collectors when it is
auctioned later this year. Just a month earlier,
on 1 June, Prince William dashed to Chester
Racecourse, fresh from his honeymoon, to
lead his team to victory at the Audi Polo
Challenge. Again, proceeds went to charities -
Mountain Rescue, ESSA (England Schools’
Swimming Association) and Skillforce.
Andrew Hine was Captain of the English
Polo Team for five years and now runs
Polofix, which began hosting charity polo
days six years ago. The days together have
raised £350,000. ‘What is so great about the
Princes is that they really give their time to
talk to people and that’s so important,” he
says. ‘As sportsmen, they’re not wrapped in
cotton wool. No one is allowing them to win.
It’s very refreshing that they play so
competitively.” Indeed, Wesley Ru, president
of the Santa Barbara Polo Club, admitted to
being ‘royally beaten’ when he played against
Prince William in June. ‘The impact they’ve
had on the game is to make it cool and
contemporary. More people now want to play

www.hurlinghampolo.com

as well as to watch,” adds Hine.

The Princes have raised millions through
polo for charity and are also drawing a new,
younger crowd to the time-honoured game. A
few years ago when they started they were
raising between £15,000 and £20,000 a game
and now that amount has risen to £60,000 or
more. Ambassador Holden, who knows as
much about polo as anyone, says, ‘The
Princes have come along at exactly the right
time. They are young and attractive and
approachable. They have definitely injected
the game with a new energy.’

Everyone is clamouring to see more of the
Princes playing polo, not least the charities
who have benefited so much. Depending on
their military careers and on Prince William’s
married life, no one can say how much polo
they will be able to play in their increasingly
heavy schedules. Even in the highly unlikely
event that they never play a match again,
their contribution to both the game and to
charity remains unmatched.

Opposite (above) Hedley Aylott
and Prince William at the Audi Polo
Challenge, 2011 (below) Prince Harry
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